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April 25, 2005 
 
 
The Honorable Richard Lugar 
Chairman 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
US Senate 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman 
 
This is with reference to Mr. John Bolton's confirmation hearings and the letter sent to 
the Committee by Ms. Melody Townsel of which T learned through AP and CBS News 
reports. 
 
Ms. Townsel's allegations lack authenticity and are one-sided. The reality is completely 
different. What Ms. Townel claims actually describes her personality flaws rather than 
Mr. Bolton based on my personal knowledge and experience in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 
 
I am the person who took over as the Team Leader of the US AID Kyrgyzstan project 
when Ms. Townsel was removed from her job. Since she had already left, and I was new 
to the project, I conducted an informal 'audit' upon my arrival. I asked our office staff, 
other contractors, and government officials about the project; I was keen on learning 
about Ms. Townsel's role in leading the project and being briefed on managerial 
priorities. I also reviewed the accounting books, project activity books and expenditures. 
I also needed to gauge the morale of the staff and of the project generally. I received 
numerous pieces of information. After hearing from all parties, I concluded that Ms. 
Townsel left a trail of mismanagement, misappropriations of funds, and lack of 
professionalism, which resulted in shock despair and resentment among numerous 
people, including Kygyz government officials. 
 
Ms. Townsel, it was told to me, was rude during her interactions with government 
officials, our hosts.  She often screamed, threw temper tantrums and threatened to report 
them to their governmental superiors, I was told.  Her erratic behavior was, literally, the 
talk of the town. For example, Mr. A. Muraliev, the State Property Fund Chief and Mr. 
Kamil Bayalinov, the President's Press Secretary and later Permanent UN Representative 
of Kyrgyzstan told me that their subordinates had very negative opinions about Ms. 
Townsel. They mentioned that they were relieved that she was not managing the project 
any longer. 
 
It would be appropriate for me to state here that I met Mr. Bolton only once, when he 
accompanied me to Bishkek. I found him to be a congenial, respectful and truly 



intellectual individual with whom it was easy to interact and talk with for hours. I am 
pained that Mr. Bolton is being maligned unfairly. I ask: "Who would like to work as a 
Civil Servant when false propaganda smears your good name?" Fear of character 
assassination keeps dedicated and qualified citizens from serving the nation. 
 
I urge the Committee to objectively view Ms. Townsel's credibility. I respectfully submit 
this testimony and want you to know that I am neither a Republican nor a Democrat, but I 
just want to see that justice and fairness remain part of the confirmation process. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Vinod Ghildiyal 


